BROKENHEAD RIVER GAME AND FISH
HUNTING AND CONSERVATION REPORT

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 5

1. MANY CHALLENGES FACING OUR WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES RESOURCES:

A. Chronic Wasting Disease and Avian Bird Flu

B. Court challenges i.e. Peguis F. N. and night hunting

C. Invasive species i. e. Wild boar, Zebra Mussel

D. Shortage of Natural Resource Officers on the enforcement side

E. Lack of big game survey data ( took 2 years to get 2023 and 2024 data)

F. Bill C-21 – City of Winnipeg has signed on to get grant money to administer the gun buy-back program. This will further reduce the number of people in the firearms community as many will ‘give up’

2. Moose hunting restrictions:  July 2025
a. MKO (Manitoba Keewatinowi Okimakanak) represents 26 First Nations in northern Manitoba and a few in Saskatchewan).
b. They lobbied for and got a 75% reduction in moose tags and  then closed parts of GHA 9A and 10 to non-Indigenous hunters

c. 350 tags were re-instated in other Game Hunting Areas

d. Minister Ian Bushie says that a Moose Advisory Board will be created to work things out

3. Moose hunting restrictions September 2025

a.  Bloodvein First Nation set s up a road block on the Rice River Road, essentially blocking all non-Indigenous hunters from accessing Crown Land north of the blockade. No  trapping, hunting, fishing, is allowed to take place on any Crown land north of the blockade

b. Contact is made with the RCMP who then tells the Manitoba Wildlife Federation to work it out with the Chief and Council of Bloodvein.  A letter to RCMP  headquarters in Ottawa brings zero results.

c. The province has failed to act on this illegal road closure

d. Shortly after, Sagkeeng First Nations erects signage north of Pine Falls and at the entrance to Nopiming Provincial Part stating that permission from the Band is needed to conduct any hunting, fishing, trapping activity.
4. United Nations 30 by 30 program

a. Goal is to protect 30% of the Earth’s land by 2030

b. 9 sites have been chosen in Manitoba.  The largest is the Seal River IPCA at 50,000 km2

c. Most land will be set aside as Indigenous Protected and Conservation Area (IPCA’s).

d. Governance will be granted to local First Nations. This raises questions about access to hunting, fishing, trapping and other forms of resource use such as forestry, mining , and hydro electricity development

e. The concern is that blockades and no trespassing signs may become an issue, limiting access to these IPCA’s

f. Parks Canada has granted millions of dollars to set these up, with help from CPAWS (Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society ) who will funnel money to the various sites including Fisher River First Nation.
g. The MWF believes that provincial crown land is already protected. You cannot cut a tree, make a campsite, harvest any resources etc. without a permit, and in all cases, commercial development requires a multi-step environmental impact assessment

h. Three areas that may have implications for future access to Crown Land:

1. Treaty Land Entitlement. This land was promised during the creation of the Treaties, and in some cases, have not been carried out. About half of the Treaty Land Entitlements  have been settled. Where an agreement cannot be reached with the Federal Government regarding land (generally 1 Acre per person), a cash settlement will be made.
2. Land Claims:  There are unresolved land claims in British Columbia and other areas in Canada where land was not ceded under a treaty.  (The B.C. case of land along the Fraser River was recently settled, and the occupied and developed land was given back to a local First Nation).

3. Land Back. This is a political movement gaining momentum. It call for the return of all land, both private and public (i.e. Crown Land) to First Nations across Canada

